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Mystic is what Sade would sound like if she
could rap. The same depth of passion and
emotion is collected and mixed with street to
contribute to that “cool-out-and-think” feeling.
Yet another dope artist hailing from the Bay
Area, Mystic adds more spice to the album by
singing (and singing well!) five of her 18 poet-
ic cuts—peep out the sure winners: “The Life,”
“Forever and a Day,” “You Say, | Say,”
“OK...Alright,” and “Destiny Complete.”

If she’s aiming to be the West Coast’s Mary J.
Blige or Lauren Hill, her entourage will make

> WE GOT MORE NUTS THAN PLANTERS

heads turn. Bahamadia (A&R) and producers
Shock G (Digital Underground), The Angel, A-
Plus (Hieroglyphics), Spontaneous, Chops (The
Mountain Brothers), Amp Live, and others make
her attempts for the spotlight seem, at the least,
very possible. Interestingly enough, for an album
that has as many producers as it has tracks, it
meshes together quite seamlessly. Take it from
Chops: “Mystic is gonna be huge!” | think so
too—don't sleep and peep the interview.

Audio:
your

Required
Who  was
“discoverer’?

Mystic: | guess |

was discovered by

Jamalski, when he

was down with BDP. | |

We met at a show and | shared my poetry with
him. He thought | would be a dope artist, so |
tried it and the rest is a done deal. But along the
way different people have helped in other ways.
Sway and Tech (of the syndicated hip hop radio
program “The Wake Up Show”) put me on the
B.U.M.S. album. Shock G and The Angel got me
to sing and do spoken word; as well, Shock took
me out on the road to tour with Digital
Underground. So many people have blessed me
with knowledge and | give thanks!

RA: Since you are such a new name to hip hop,
| had to compare you to someone to describe
your style. I'd say that you are what Sade would
sound like if she could rap. How close was 1?
M: | guess I'll be new to a lot of people, but |
have truly been paying my dues forever and
have appeared on numerous other projects. |
have appeared with Suga T, The Mossie, Paris,
The Conscious Daughters, Souls of Mischief,
3x Crazy, Knum (of the Luniz) and Clee, The
Bluenote Remix Project, and The Rules of the
Game compilation to name some. | in no way
take offense to your comparison—that’s a
pretty fly one. | love Sade and hope that my
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music has the depth, clarity and honesty that
she gives hers.

RA: You have a voice that sounds trained
and seasoned, but at the same time, raw.
Where does that talent come from?

M: | actually was rhyming before | was
singing—rhyming for about 11 years,
singing since 1996. | don’t have any vocal
training, | just try to reach into my soul and
express the emotion behind the vision.

RA: How much work does it take to fit togeth-
er an album with so many producers? You've
got Shock G, A-Plus, Spontaneous and
Chops. How do you get all of them to give you
the sound you want?

M: Putting together this album was fairly
easy in terms of production. | had the vision
and concept for the album before | had a
deal, so | knew the vibe | was looking for. |
would listen to beats and they struck me—
then we collaborated. | was already good
friends with a lot of the producers—and all
the producers were beautiful to work with. |
heard so many banging beats, but if it didn’t
go with my concept [of what | envisioned for
the music], | had to pass.

RA: | see a Shock G connection from Digital
Underground’s Who Got The Gravy album
when you played the DU Goddess. How did
that happen?

M: | wanted to work with Shock forever. We
hooked up through Tyranny, but | was already
cool with Money B, Clee and Dotrix. The first
time, Shock and | collaborated on a Billie
Holiday song called “Gloomy Sunday” for the
soundtrack to The Funeral. That was the first
time | ever sang. Time passed and DU became
less like a crew and more like a family. | got to
go out and tour with DU for the better part of
ayear and Shock set me up lovely. He’s one of
the most pure artists | know.

RA: You've got a few things going for you.
Rapping skills, singing talent, connections
to the industry, and BEAUTY! What’s your
plan for the next couple years?

M: Thank you! For now, | plan to tour for as
long as | can to promote the album and build
with the people who are listening. | would def-
initely like to do some acting—I did that when
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| was younger. | would also like to do some
speaking with youth. Whatever comes my way,
I'll be open and appreciative. At some point |
want to produce and manage. One day I'll def-
initely put some work in on the business side.
RA: Imagine yourself creating a “Mystic Tour.”
What would be your perfect tour lineup?

M: Mos Def, Outkast, Slum Village,
Bahamadia, Planet Asia, Phil Tha Agony and
Zion I. | don’t know, | could do it so many
ways. | really just want to be out with posi-
tive, progressive artists. No drama!

RA: If you had to make an album outside of
hip hop, what type of album would it be?
M: That's a hard thought—maybe some
Drum ’n Bass or Trip Hop. | wish | could sing
in Spanish; I'd make a straight Latin album.
RA: What would you like to let the people
who are about to buy your album know
before they go out and pick it up?

M: I'd like for people to know my album is a
very personal and honest album. The world
is a cold place and | hope that my music can
bring people some peace.
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