> COOLER THAN ESKIMO SHIT

MISSION: ONE

Mission:
Insiduous.com / Missionhip-hop.com

Mission:’s album release party @ the Gabah in LA.

Mission:, a live hip hop band from the Bay
Area by way of Boston’s Berklee College of
Music, seems it is actually on a mission to
put out some genre-mixing music. The
group is one of the few that embrace the
“play-your-own-instrument” aspect of a tra-
ditional live band (think The Roots or Black
Eyed Peas). The added creativity takes hold
of its hip hop backbone to make the dipping
into a jazzy drum ’n bass arena sounds like
a natural progression. The crew leaves me
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with the same “now-THAT-was-cool” feeling |
get when | listen to The Mountain Brothers.
One is an album that puts some of its previ-
ously released EP stuff, like its hit
“Contagious,” together with some of its new
ish. The re-releases are a moot point if you
haven’t ever seen a Mission: tape, just know
that you've got the best music it’s put out. The
music is straight dope, bouncing from the
“snare and kick” tempos of stereotypical
smooth hip hop (“Mission: 2,” “Transit,” “Last
Night”) to its jazz-influenced drum ’n bass
tracks (“Now | shine,” “Chocolate Milk and
Apricots,” and untitled track 19). For Mission:,
the dope beats and rhymes create the initial
head bobbing but it’s the music, especially the
energy of the live element, that will take hold
and carry you through the emotions they help
open. | got a chance to get to bassist Ethan Lull
Parsonage, A.K.A Headnodic, about Mission:.
Peep the interview.

Required Audio: How many people are in
Mission? Who are they and what do they do?
Mission: Six people are Mission:. Raashan
Ahmad and Moe Pope - MCs, Keys - Kat Ouano,
Max Mcveety - Drums, Headnodic - Bass &
Production, Woodstock - Samplers & Production
RA: What did the Berklee School of Music do
for Mission:?

M: The whole Boston scene was really important
to us. Being surrounded by so many musicians
made us all search for our own voice. Boston is
a compact enough city to squish every band,
MC, producer, painter, DJ, and musician into a
tight scene that affects every artist within it.
California is more spread out— as is the
scene—and it offered us a quieter place to
explore each other in the band as musicians, and
further develop distinction in our own voices, but
this time with less influence from others. Both
areas are valuable, but | think each of us misses
Boston for their own reasons.

> FORGET ABOUT KEEPING IT REAL, TRY KEEPING IT RIGHT

RA: | hear different influences of music in your
stuff. Stuff like Jazz, Drum n’ bass as well as
classical. Where does that reach come from?

M: It actually does come from Jazz, Drum &
Bass, and classical etc. We listen to all types of
music, and feel that hip-hop is the one form
that can encompass them all—more than any
other genre. So we are a hip hop band. But at
the same time we are classical musicians, jazz
musicians, Drum & Bass DJs, and are trying to
incorporate these elements into our music in
the rawest form. Hopefully in the end, we can
turn some hip hop heads onto the beauty of live
music with our shows. And turn skeptics on to
hip hop. My mom just bought D'Angelo—and
that's really cool, if you knew my mom.

RA: If you were to leave for a tour tomorrow,
what would be your perfect tour lineup?

M: Mission:, MMW, Fishbone, Ozomatli,
People Under the Stairs, D'Angelo, Black
Star—all opening up for the Tribe Called Quest
reunion tour.

RA: Import Tuner is an import car magazine.
What would your car look like?

M: | can't drive. | never got my license—but |
always liked the A-Team’s van!

RA: Where will we see Mission: in the next year?
M: We should be in your CD player, on your
turntable and in your Walkman—and hopeful-
ly at a club near you.
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